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President’s Message 
by Henry Neilley, MD, FAAP, AAP NY 1 Chapter President 
hneilley@nycap.rr.com 

Having recently returned from the Annual Leadership Fo-
rum and the New York State Advocacy Day, I can whole-
heartedly state that your AAP is working hard on behalf of 

pediatricians and our patients.  The Annual Leadership Forum (ALF) is 
where leaders from all the chapters, committees and councils get together 
to establish priorities for our national organization.  An important part of 
the weekend is the resolution process, where any member can submit a 
recommendation, and then the leaders vote and prioritize them.  All reso-
lutions that pass are forwarded to the national AAP staff and board.  The 10 
resolutions deemed most important receive additional attention.  Some of 
this year’s top 10 resolutions include, eliminating religious exemptions to 
vaccines, limiting prior authorization requirements for medications, con-
tinuity of Medicaid benefits when families move, gun safety and drowning 
anticipatory guidance, and guidance for schools on E-cigarettes. 
 
Advocacy Day was recently held in Albany and is where members have 
the opportunity to hear from and interact with state leaders on our state 
legislative priorities.  Immunizations were a major focus with discussion 
on bills mandating flu vaccine for child care, medical exemptions only for 
immunizations, and reducing the age of consent for immunization to 14.  
With the recent uproar over the measles resurgence, many legislators ap-
pear to be open to measures that increase immunization rates.  Other pri-
orities that were addressed include lowering the lead action level, increas-
ing the statewide purchasing age for tobacco and E-Cigarettes to 21, and 
increased payment for early intervention services. continued...
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Presidents Message, Continued...

Many of the AAP policy recommendations for gun 
violence reduction have already been passed this 
session. 
 Please contact us with any questions regard-
ing these priorities, or if you would like to submit a 
resolution.  We are all in this together and are do-
ing our best to improve the tough task of improv-
ing child health but need to hear from you what you 
think is important.  Also please mark your calendar 
for our annual meeting, June 7 and 8 in Rochester.  
Hope to see many of you there.

Dr. Neilley is a partner at Shaker Pediatrics, a 
small independent pediatric practice near Albany. 
He has been involved with the AAP in many capac-
ities including the chair of the Capital Region Pedi-
atric Council. 

In the News...
Gregory Connors, MD, 
MPH, MBA, FAAP, of 
Syracuse, NY, was named 
chair of the Department of 
Pediatrics at Upstate Med-
ical University and execu-

tive director of Upstate Golisano’s Chil-
drens Hospital.
A past member of the AAP Committee 
on Pediatric Emergency Medicine, he 
co-authored AAP policies on freestand-
ing urgent care facilities and pediatric 
observation units. He is a member of the 
pediatric society. 

SAVE THE DATE
AAP NY 1 Annual Meeting

June 7th & 8th, 2019
Staybridge Suites Rochester University, 
1000 Genesee Street, Rochester, NY

More details to follow!
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District II Chair’s Report

by Warren M. Seigel, MD, MBA, FAAP, FSAHM
warren.seigel@aap.net

Last weekend I was privileged to attend the Annual Leadership Forum (ALF) of the AAP.  
For those of you who have never attended, this is the annual meeting where all of the 
leaders from the various chapters, committees, sections and councils meet to discuss 

and debate resolutions for the AAP.  While the ALF is advisory to the board, these reso-
lutions and our discussions set the tone for the strategic agenda of the AAP.  It also lets the AAP board 
know what the grass roots members are thinking and what they are dealing with on a daily basis.  It is 
truly democracy at work!  What has always been amazing to me is how we speak with one voice for the 
children.  No matter where you live or work, no matter what your political beliefs are, the ALF reminds 
us all what is important for the health and welfare of children, their families and for the pediatricians 
who serve them.

Earlier this week we also hosted our annual Advocacy Day in Albany.  The highlight of my year. I was 
so proud to join with over 140 pediatricians to educate our elected officials on the issues being faced 
by children, their families and by pediatricians in New York.  Once again I was struck by the incredible 
power that we bring to this event. I was moved to see so many young people including medical students, 
residents, fellows and early career physicians in attendance. (See Elie Ward’s advocacy article in this 
issue)

I don’t know if you feel the difference, but both here in New York State as well as in Washington, DC, I 
have recently heard the conversations change.  We as pediatricians working together have been able to 
significantly change the conversation to include the needs of children.  We are making a difference!  We 
are making it happen in New York State, just like pediatric leaders in this country have done as part of 
the AAP for the past 90 years. We are the voice for children. We are the voice for their families. We are 
the voice for pediatricians – both general pediatricians and pediatric medical and surgical specialists.  
We need to stand tall.  We need to be bold.  We need to be proud and ask for what we need and what we 
want.  And I ask you to stand with us.  Let your voice be heard along with the almost 5,000 members 
here in New York State and the almost 70,000 members of the AAP! 

I want to publicly thank all of the hard work that occurs daily by our chapter officers, led by Dr. Henry 
Neilley in Chapter 1 with the assistance of Executive Director, Chris Bell.  Together we all make a differ-
ence by making our voices for children heard!  We speak with one voice!

Dr. Seigel is Chair, New York State American Academy of Pediatrics (NYS AAP)
Chairman, Department of Pediatrics, Director of Adolescent Medicine, Coney Island Hospital 
Associate Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, SUNY Health Science Center at Brooklyn
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Capital District Pediatric Council

by Todd P. Giombetti, MD, FAAP 
tpgiombetti@hotmail.com 

We as a council are still meeting with the insurers one on one at our meetings to try to 
address the most pressing matter with each of the plans in our area. We last met with 
CDPHP (Capital District Physicians Health Plan) which is a large insurer in our area. 

Areas of discussion and hopeful resolution were as follows:

1. CDPHP has a value based capitation model that pays a per member per month base and an incentive 
for providing lower cost, more efficient medicine. To date that program (Enhanced Primary Care) has 
been a good model at encouraging our EPC offices to catch gaps in care of our patients (missed im-
munizations, missed physicals, aggressive use of HEDIS measures to make sure we are following our 
more chronic patients in an efficient manner). The compensation has been good but as fee for service 
reimbursements have been going up, there is a concern that the EPC computed capitation has not been 
rising to the same extent. 

2. CDPHP was paying for instrument based vision screening. They have stopped. The medical director 
who met with us was presented the AAP position on instrument based vision screening. He assured us 
that the appropriate committee would look into reimbursing for instrument based vision screening.

3. CDPHP much like other insurers has a contract with ‘Dr. on Demand’, an internet based virtual 
physician service. We now have the ability to do these virtual visits with our patients through our own 
EMR’s. We asked that CDPHP look at paying us (even a lower rate per call) to see our own patients via 
tele/virtual medicine as opposed to our patients receiving care through ‘Dr. on Demand’. They assured 
us they would look into this but felt that the businesses contracting with them want the ‘Dr. on Demand’ 
option in their contracts.

4. Overuse and misuse of Urgent Care centers and the cost to the insurers of this care was again re-
viewed. We recommended a disincentive for patients to go to Urgent care such as a higher co-payment 
as many patients are bypassing their medical home and sometimes receiving less cost efficient or ap-
propriate care in the name of perceived convenience. Again CDPHP assured us that they are aware of 
this issue and working at the highest levels to come up with appropriate solutions.

We thank CDPHP for hosting our council and addressing our concerns. Hopefully we will have some 
follow up in the next newsletter. Our council feels strongly that the overuse of telemedicine and urgent 
care centers is eroding the concept of a medical home. Unfortunately, the numbers of these services 
seem to simply be exploding. At the national level we need to be addressing these issues head on.
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Western NY Pediatric Council

by Michael D. Terranova, MD, FAAP 
mterrano@buffalo.edu

Our last Western NY Pediatric Council meeting was on January 17, 2019. The meeting 
was sparsely attended by insurers and we spent time developing a strategy to better en-
gage insurance company Council members. We have made contact with these members 

and we believe attendance will improve. The Council has begun a project to obtain comprehensive area 
information about in-office mental health services. Dr. Gale Burstein, myself and Richard Destefano 
(UB medical student) have  polled  area practices to determine the level of training (CAP-PC trained), 
amount of treating mental health disorders (ADHD, depression, anxiety, autism) and billing sophisti-
cation in our community. We will use this data to advocate for better payment and recognition of our 
expertise to the insurers. Initial polling has shown that area practices are heavily involved in mental 
health treatment of their patients. We still need to reach several other area practices and a plan to com-
plete the polling was developed. Final tabulations should be ready for our June 2019 meeting.

Finger Lakes Pediatric Council

This winter the Finger Lakes Pediatric Council extended a warm welcome to new Chair, 
Dr. Carolyn Cleary.

Carolyn Cleary, MD, FAAP is a partner at the Elmwood Pediatric Group in Rochester. 
She is the Immediate Past President for NYS AAP Chapter 1. Dr. Cleary is on the Board of 
Accountable Health Partners and Concordia Healthcare. She also serves on Accountable 
Health Partners Pediatric Work group and as the Co-Chair of the Pediatric PCP Commit-
tee. She is on the Monroe County Medical Society Quality Collaborative committee and 
has served on the MCMS ADHD and Pediatric Preventive Care Guideline committees.

The Chapter would like to offer a gracious thank you to Ed Lewis, MD, FAAP, for his time 
and considerable efforts to previously Chair the Finger Lakes Pediatric Council. 

If you have any questions about what we have accomplished, have issues that you would 
like to address or would like to participate in our quarterly meetings, please contact the Finger Lakes 
Pediatric Council or Chris Bell. 
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Central New York Pediatric Council

by Margaret Hellems-Stanley, MD, FAAP 
margaret.hellemsstanley@gmail.com

The CNY Pediatric Council met on January 10, 2019.  Due to inclement weather, several 
attendees were connected remotely. We were joined by representatives from Excellus, 
Fidelis and MVP. Their participation has been greatly appreciated. We learned that in-
ternal leaders at Excellus responded to our inquiry into why one of their publications 

did not direct members to contact their PCP as a first step. They indicated that this was addressed as 
it is not their message to members. We discussed the vaccine price increases and the difficulty it raises 
for practices, especially smaller ones. The medical directors all noted they would discuss this at a future 
council meeting. We continue to ask why pharmacies now can give vaccines to children but do not enter 
them into NYSIIS. This presents another burden on practices as we are doing their work without any 
benefit. Mental health and developmental screening cost sharing was brought up. Excellus will identify 
state required screens and report to the council at the next meeting. We expressed frustration that de-
spite our efforts to be available, parents use urgent cares even when we are open. There is no incentive 
for the parent as the costs are the same. This is a bigger problem than we can solve. The use by parents 
of CBD products on their children is expanding. They frequently do not even tell the PCP about this. 
Our next meeting is in June. 

by Jennifer Nead, MD 
neadj@upstate.edu

Last year, the AAP Chapter 1 Hospital Medicine Committee was formed with a main goal 
of collaboration between hospitalists to improve the care of hospitalized children.  Com-
mittee members include John Pastore, MD (University at Buffalo), Elise Van Der Jagt, 
MD, MPH (University of Rochester), Jennifer Nead, MD (SUNY Upstate Medical Uni-

versity), and Patricia Hopkins-Braddock, MD (Albany Medical College).  The committee’s first step was 
to establish quarterly webinars to discuss best practice measures related to hospital medicine.  Another 
goal was for multi-center clinical research, medical education, and QI projects to evolve out of webinar 
discussions.  The first webinar was well received and the upcoming webinar on the use of high flow oxy-
gen for bronchiolitis is much anticipated.  In the current and subsequent newsletters, our webinars and 
projects will continue to be highlighted.  In addition, our hospital medicine divisions will be spotlighted 
so members can learn about our specific services, interests, and physicians.
 

Hospital Medicine Committee Update
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AAP ADVOCACY DAY

We’d love to hear what you’re up to! If you have news you 
would like to share with other AAP NY1 members, 

please email it to jcasasanta@mcms.org!

March 19, 2019

This year, the AAP Advocacy Day was held at the University Club in Albany, NY. 
More than 140 pediatricians personally took our message about the state budget 
and our priority legislative initiatives to their Assemblymembers and Senators.

Senator, Gustavo Rivera, Chair of 
the Senate Health Committee with 
Henry Neilley, MD

Dr. Graber and Alysa Evans, nurse 
practioner student

Winter Berry, DO with SUNY 
Upstate Resident Drs. Max 
Burchman, Sarah Baluta, Kristin 
Hornick and Carlee Lenehan, 

Steve Cook, MD, Henry Neilley, 
MD, Dave Topa, MD and Alexi 
Bulloch, MD

Steve Cook, MD and Michael 
Terranova, MD, FAAP

 Dave Clark, MD, asking about 
federal funding paid through NYS 
to genetic testing facilities.
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Choose NY’s #1 medical liability insurance provider.
For 40+ years, MLMIC has been providing New York medical professionals from Buffalo to 
the Bronx with localized risk management insights, claims protection, and 24/7 legal advice. 
Our policyholders enjoy benefits and expertise not found anywhere else – supported by 
concierge-level service every step of the way.

For medical malpractice insurance in New York, nothing compares to MLMIC.

Learn more at MLMIC.com/better
Or, call (888) 996-1183

No one knows

better than MLMIC.

PROUDLY ENDORSED BY MORE 
THAN 60 STATE, COUNTY MEDICAL 

AND SPECIALTY SOCIETIES

60+
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Childhood Poverty Task Force

by Thomas McInerny, MD, FAAP 
thomas_mcinerny@urmc.rochester.edu 

The AAP Chapter 1 Childhood Poverty Task Force continues to be very active in several 
areas of upstate NY. The following members were in attendance at our recent conference 
call: Carolyn Cleary, MD, FAAP,  Elizabeth Murray, DO, MBA, FAAP,  Stephen Cook, 
MD, MPH,  Andy Aligne, MD, MPH,  Ellen McHugh, MD, Winter Berry, DO,  Annamaria 

Kontor, MD, and Thomas McInerny, MD, FAAP, Chair.  

In the Southern Tier, Ellen McHugh, MD reported that their Lead Coalition is applying for a HUD grant 
to decrease lead exposure in children and urging the Elmira City Council to increase mandatory inspec-
tions of housing. Senator Schumer’s office recently called asking for data so there is hope that there 
might be interest at the federal level to help with these issues.

In Rochester, Elizabeth Murray, DO, MBA, FAAP reported that the Junior League has taken over the 
Rochester City Bottoms Diaper Bank to keep it running. Andy Aligne, MD, MPH, continues his very 
successful efforts in teen pregnancy prevention as well as improving literacy in the City School District 
students. Laura Jean Shipley, MD, and Jeff Kaczorowski, MD, have been working with the University 
of Rochester, The Children’s Institute, The Children’s Agenda, and Accountable Health Partners to pro-
mote ‘First 1000 Days’ projects, especially screening, referrals, and tracking. 

In Syracuse, Winter Berry, DO, reported that Onondaga County Department of Child and Family Ser-
vices is applying for a SAMSA grant to coordinate the services of multiple disciplines working with 
mothers with mental health or substance abuse problems. Dr. Berry will also have a poster display on 
her ‘Diaper Bank Project’ at the PAS meetings. Finally, DSRIP has given SUNY Upstate funds to hire an 
asthma educator to reduce asthma trigger exposures in children to reduce exacerbations and hospital 
visits and improve school attendance.

For those interested in working to reduce childhood poverty there is a recent report from the National 
Academy for Science, Engineering, and Medicine on a ten year plan to reduce childhood poverty by half 
which was highlighted by the National AAP which my be accessed by the following link: 
https://www.aappublications.org/news/2019/02/28/poverty022819?utm_source=MagMail.
 
Congratulations to all the upstate NY pediatricians who are working so hard to reduce childhood pov-
erty and its effect in their communities!
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by John V. Pastore, MD
jpastore@upa.chob.edu

The Pediatric Hospitalist Service (PHS) is an academic pediatric inpatient practice affiliated with the 
Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Science at the University of Buffalo.  The Hospitalist Service 
began as a small inpatient pediatric referral service in 1997.  The service cared for patients admitted 
to the Women and Children’s Hospital of Buffalo from the outlying regions and affiliated practices as 
well as providing well baby care in the hospital’s newborn nursery.  Hospitalist physicians also served 
as outpatient clinicians in the two ambulatory clinics, Hodge Pediatrics and Town Gardens Pediatrics. 

As Hospital Medicine began to grow as a field, the need for a dedicated inpatient physician service 
expanded. In 2007 The Pediatric Hospitalist Service was officially formed.  The group began with two 
full-time dedicated inpatient physicians within the Division of General Pediatrics.  It has since grown to 
more than 12 inpatient doctors, including one Medicine-Pediatrics Physician, working closely in concert 
with the ambulatory physicians of the Division of General Pediatrics under Dr. Dennis Kuo, Division 
Chief. The PHS provides a full spectrum of pediatric inpatient medical admitting and consultative ser-
vices, including care of well newborns at the John R. Oishei Children’s Hospital (OCH) and Millard Fill-
more Suburban Hospital nurseries.  The service directs the care of patients in Observation Status in the 
Clinical Decision Unit and provides care for the 19-bed unit of medically complex, long-term pediatric 
patients at the Kaleida Health facility, HighPointe on Michigan.  

In November of 2017, the Hospitalists served a major role in coordinating the safe and successful move 
from the Women and Children’s Hospital of Buffalo on Bryant Street to OCH, a brand new 185 bed facil-
ity in the downtown medical corridor.  The medical campus is home to Buffalo General Medical Hospi-
tal, Gates Vascular Institute, Roswell Park Cancer Institute and the recently completed Jacobs School of 
Medicine and Biomedical Science building.  The PHS is a major contributor to the inpatient education 
for all pediatric residents and medical students of the University of Buffalo. The Hospitalists serve on 
a variety of hospital and university committees and continue to be leaders within UBMD, The Jacobs 
School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, Kaleida Health and the Western New York community. 
Meet the Hospitalist Staff at The Pediatric Hospitalist Service, UBMD Pediatrics at The John R. Oishei 
Children’s Hospital of Buffalo on the following page.

Hospital Medicine Update: Practice Profile 

The Pediatric Hospitalist Service, UBMD Pediatrics at
The John R. Oishei Children’s Hospital of Buffalo
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John V Pastore, MD 
Medical Director, 
Pediatric Hospitalist 
Service, Clinical Associate 
Professor of Pediatrics

Hospital Medicine Update: Practice Profile 
Meet the Hospitalist Staff at The Pediatric Hospitalist Service, 
UBMD Pediatrics at The John R. Oishei Children’s Hospital of Buffalo

Ted Andrews, MD, PhD
Medical Director, Medication 
Assisted Addiction Treatment 
Program, Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics

Thomas Black, MD, PhD
Interim-Residency Program 
Director, Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics

Mona Bonanno, MD
Medical Director, 
Millard Fillmore 
Suburban Hospital 
Newborn Nursery, 
Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics

Erin Conway-Habes, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Medicine and Pediatrics

Jessica Donhauser,MD
Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics

Anna Hays, MD
Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics

Meghan Jacobs, MD
Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics

Catherine Murak, MD
Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics
Newborn Nursery 
Physician

Stephen Turkovich, MD
Chief Medical Officer, 
John R. Oishei Children’s 
Hospital, Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics

Sheri Wagner, MD
Pediatric Medical Director, 
HighPointe on Michigan 
Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics

Naz Zulqarni, MBBS
Clinical Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics
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AAP District Hub and Spoke Initiative 
focused on improving HPV vaccination rates – Part 3

by Manika Suryadevara, MD
SuryadeM@upstate.edu 

AAP NY Chapter 1 has been funded to participate in the Hub and Spoke Initiative for 
the third consecutive year. Last year, 8 pediatric practices from across the chapter par-
ticipated in this quality improvement initiative. Over the six-month program, aggregate 
vaccine initiation rates improved from 46.9% to 60.7% and vaccine completion rates 

increased from 60.7% to 93.5%. Practices reported that the program was educational and effective in 
making change in the office. 

This year, we have recruited 10 pediatric practices from across the chapter for participation. On Feb-
ruary 8, 2019, we held a program initiation training session for the lead provider and a staff member 
from each practice. Topics covered included quality improvement methods, measures, and analysis 
tools. The QIDA (Quality Improvement Data Aggregator) site for data entry and analysis was reviewed 
in detail.  Systematic interventions (including reminder-recall systems, standing orders, and provider 
reminders) to improve practice-wide HPV vaccination rates were then discussed in large groups. 

Program kick-off has just begun! Over the next 6-months, these ten practices will develop and imple-
ment systematic changes to increase both HPV vaccine initiation and completion rates among 11-12 
year old patients. Good luck to all of the participating practices! 

New NYS School Health Examination Form 
Implementation Year 

by Kathleen DeCataldo, Esq.

In July 2017, the Board of Regents adopted amendments to Commissioner’s Regulations §136.3 that 
became effective on July 1, 2018. The amendments require that reports of health examinations of stu-
dents for school are submitted on the Required NYS School Health Examination Form for physical 
examinations completed on or after July 1, 2018. However, for the 2018-19 school year, we are request-
ing that schools accept all physical examination reports, regardless of whether the new form has been 
utilized. This is the first year of implementation, and we have received feedback from medical providers 
through their professional organizations that since the form is not an Electronic Health Record (EHR) 
compatible form, it is difficult for the providers to utilize, thus we strongly encourage schools to ac-
cept all physical examination reports, regardless whether the new form is utilized. Over the upcoming 
months, we will be working with medical providers through their professional organizations to develop 
a format that can be utilized in EHRs. We would also welcome any feedback on the new forms from the 
field. Please feel free to contact the Office of Student Support Services if you have questions, student-
supportservices@nysed.gov or at 518-486-6090.
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by Winter Berry, DO 
berryw@upstate.edu 

With the ongoing financial and academic 
support of the CPTI physicians and staff, 
Dr. Christopher Maierhofer, PL2 and I 
have continued advocacy education and 
action work within the SUNY Upstate 

Pediatric Residency Program. Building on the baseline 
knowledge established in his lecture to our intern class, Dr. Maierhofer gave a lecture to an audience of 
all level trainees and some general pediatrics division faculty in December 2018. The content reviewed 
basic concepts of advocacy, reinforced the pediatrician and trainees’ roles as child advocates and expert 
voices. In addition, Dr. Maierhofer discussed concrete ways trainees and faculty mentors can translate 
advocacy into actual action and practical steps. To reinforce the concepts long term, attendees were 
given newly printed “advocacy pocket cards” which contain key info, quick references, resources, and 
faculty/trainees who are advocacy advisors. Post curriculum survey data show increases in trainee in-
terest in practical advocacy projects and decreased perception of barriers to implementation. 
  
Dr. Maierhofer is in the process of collaborating with Dr. Andrea Shaw on a review of data of medical 
resource utilization in our pediatric health home enrolled refugee families to identify opportunities for 
advocacy. 
  
Our overall augmentation of advocacy education has also led to an interested group of pediatric trainees 
forming an Advocacy Action Team. The group meets as often as monthly with myself and our residen-
cy program director as faculty advisors. They have brainstormed several upcoming projects including 
work with a local LGBTQ center, and a gun violence prevention initiative. Lastly, the Advocacy Action 
Team and I organized a site visit to a local agency, CNY Diaper Bank. The residents were given a tour 
of the facility, information about how the agency reaches families experiencing diaper need, how to ad-
vocate for this service and how to help families utilize the program. Drs. Maxwell Sanfillipo Burchman, 
Kristin Hornick, Rohan Akhouri, Scott Corrigan, Nara Cho, Carlee Lenehan, and Aarani Kandeepan 
were in attendance. In addition to learning about the agency, they also volunteered their time to pack-
age diapers for future distribution. They even competed amongst themselves for the honor of “Fastest 
Wrapping Resident Team” and managed to wrap 6,000 total diapers for Syracuse families in just an 
hour! Future volunteer sessions are planned and are offered to all pediatric trainees.   

AAP Community Pediatrics Training 
Initiative (CPTI) Advocacy Training Grant 
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Legislative Update

The following bills were a priority for pediatricians during Advocacy Day.  Please contact your NYS As-
semblymember and Senator at their district office and ask that they support the following:

• A.1230a/ S. 6346: Requiring infants, toddlers and young children in child care settings to be immunized 
against flu annually. The flu can be deadly for infants and toddlers. Strains of flu change and immunity wanes.

• S. 4244: This bill, reflecting the “mature minor” concept in health care, will allow young people age 14 and 
over to consent their own immunizations. In terms of reproductive health care, mental health, substance 
abuse and emergency services, adolescents and young adults have a clearer grasp of what kinds of health care 
decisions make the most sense for them.

• A. 02371/S.2994: Only Medical Exemption should be a reason not to immunize children for school, infant 
and child care, camp and other children’s group activities. Parents have every right to not immunize their 
children but they do not have a right to include that child in public school or group day care, where their lack 
of immunization has the potential to cause harm to other children

Not sure who your elected officials are?  Look here:
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/search/  or here: https://www.nysenate.gov/find-my-senator

If you want to become more active or more involved in state or Federal advocacy, please contact me 
directly. 

Elie Ward, MSW
Director of Policy, Advocacy & External Relations, NYSAAP, A Coalition of Chapters 1, 2 & 3

Advocacy for Gun Violence Prevention 
On February 25th in New York City, Governor Andrew Cuomo, with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi at 
his side, signed landmark legislation known as the “Red Flag Bill” creating a mechanism for ERPO, Ex-
treme Risk Protection Orders in New York State. This bill allows teachers and administrators to request 
that guns belonging to individuals seen as unstable or as a threat be confiscated pending a hearing in 
order to protect students and society. The Chapter has been advocating for ERPO legislation for years.

On March 4th we received word that the NY State Senate and Assembly passed Gun Safe Storage leg-
islation. Elie Ward, our Director of Policy, Advocacy & External Relations, played a role in crafting this 
landmark achievement, which was bolstered by the unceasing advocacy efforts of Chapter members.

But there is more to be done! Our advocacy on Funding for Research about gun violence prevention at 
the state and federal levels is ongoing. We need your voice!

Chapter 1 recently joined Chapters 2 and 3 to create a statewide committee to address gun violence pre-
vention in New York. If you would like to get involved, please email our Executive Director, Christopher 
Bell at cbell@aap.net.
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CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS!
Over the past three years, we have implemented and successfully completed three 

Quality Improvement projects working with 25 practices to improve HPV vac-
cination rates over the course of 6 months. 116 physicians from those practices 
received MOC part IV credit for their participation. The New York State Health 

Foundation is funding another 6 month project to begin this summer.
 

We are looking for practices 
who would be interested in participating in this project!

 
What would be involved:

● Identify a physician champion from your practice who would: 
 ◊ Attend a face to face Plan-Do-Study-Act and Quality Improvement 
              training 1 time with mileage reimbursed
 ◊  Oversee monthly physician/staff meetings to identify, implement, and            
              evaluate specific interventions to increase series completion rates
 ◊  Call into a 30 minute call at 3 and 6 to review progress, share successes    
               and challenges with other practices
 ◊  Coordinate MOC completion forms for all participating physicians in   
       practice

● Identify someone in your practice (could be an RN, MA, or medical student 
    intern) who would: 
 ◊  Review 20 charts of the first 11-17 year old patients per month
 ◊  Enter high level data into the AAP’s Quality Improvement Data 
               Aggregator (QIDA) each month (~10 quick questions/chart)

If you are interested in participating please 
email Executive Director, Chris Bell: cbell@aap.net!




